
Kyle Samuel VanLandingham
DENVER, Colo.— Kyle Samuel VanLanding-

ham, who was an historian and genealogist, 
died Nov. 17, 2009, in a Denver hospital from 
the H1N1 virus, also known as swine flu.

He is survived by his mother, Jane Ernestine 
Alderman VanLandingham; and brother, Larue 
Pierre VanLandingham and wife Denise of De-
Funiak Springs, Fla. He was preceded in death 
by his father, Samuel Pierre VanLandingham. 

Mr. VanLandingham was born Dec. 10, 1951, 
in Fort Pierce, Fla., where he graduated from 
Dan McCarty High School. He subsequently re-
ceived a Bachelor of Arts degree from Maryville 
College in Maryville, Tenn., and a Juris Doctor 
degree from the Cumberland School of Law at 
Samford University in Birmingham. 

After receiving his law degree, Mr. VanLand-
ingham opened a law office in Okeechobee, 
Fla., and shortly thereafter was appointed 
county attorney for Okeechobee County in 
1978. He held that office for just short of 10 
years, at which time he came into a family in-
heritance.

Resigning his position as county attorney, he 
embarked on what would be his true vocation, 
researching and writing about genealogy and 
Florida history. He also indulged his love of trav-
el, visiting 26 countries. When traveling in the 
United States, he was always on the lookout for 
the best local barbecue. His favorite was Eastern 
North Carolina BBQ. 

After leaving Okeechobee, Mr. VanLanding-
ham lived in Savannah, Riverview, Fla., Kerrville, 
Texas, and Denver, Colo. While in Riverview, he 
was active in the Tampa Historical Society, serv-
ing as president for one year, as editor of their 
publication, Sunland Tribune, for seven years, 
and contributing numerous articles. During this 
time, he authored the book, In Pursuit of Jus-
tice: Law & Lawyers in Hillsborough County 
1846- 1996. 

His other books include Florida Cousins: The 
Descendants of William H. Willingham, Parker 
and Blount in Florida, A History of Okeechobee 
County, Pioneer Families of the Kissimmee Riv-
er Valley and Pictorial History of Saint Lucie 
County 1565-1910.

Mr. VanLandingham also served as the presi-
dent of the St. Lucie County Historical Society 
for one year and as a director of the Florida His-
torical Society for three years.

Mr VanLandingham was a Mason and served 
as the Worshipful Master of Okeechobee Lodge 
No. 237 Free & Accepted Masons in 1985. 

Kyle, who took great pride in being a sixth-
generation Floridian, will be missed by his fami-
ly and all his historical and genealogical collabo-
rators, for whom he was an endless source of 
valuable and accurate information.


